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Te men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.—Acts 1: 11. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 309.] 

Upon the conclusion of Apostle Merrill’s testimony, the Conference was 
addressed by 
APOSTLE JOHN W. TAYLOR, . 

the following being a synopsis of his remarks: I desire to be directed in 
my speaking by the Holy Spirit. I have listened with great interest to 
the remarks of Elder Merrill. I have paid particular attention to his 
testimony regarding the truth of this work. Any strangers who may be 
present will think his declaration in that regard rather remarkable. Our 
Lord and Savior promised that all who should do His will should know 
for themselves the divine origin of the Gospel. This is the reason why 
Elder Merrill is able to make such a positive statement of the knowledge 
he has obtained. 5 

What is necessary to be done in order to be in accord with the will of 
God, and as a result obtain a similar testimony? There are many opinions 
abroad on this subject. The best source of information is the Scriptures, 
which Christ commended to the consideration of men in His day. 

The speaker read frum the sixteenth chapter of St. Mark, showing that 
baptism by immersion in water, and the obtaining of the Holy Ghost, by 
a prescribed, ordinance, were necessary parts of the law of the Gospel. He 
also dwelt upon the commissidh given to the servants of God in that age 
to preach the Gospel, free of charge, to all peoples. In the same chapter 
is also a statement of the spiritual signs that were to follow the believer 


as a result of obedience. 
An — was given * Elder Eg of the manner in which the 
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results of the reception or rejection of their teachings. He next referred 
to the case of Nicodemus, who visited the Savior under cover of night to 
make inquiry regarding the steps he should take to obtain salvation, the 
reply being, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” Christ asserted that He testified of 
things that He had seen and did know. Here then is an instance of a 
similar character here this morning, Brother Merrill having testified to 
what he does know. Christ gave other instructions to His servants in the 
days of the primitive Church. He enjoined them to tarry. at Jerusalem 
until they were endowed with power from on high. He promised that if 

they did he would bestow upon them the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, who 
would instruct them and show them things to come. It is this Spirit that 
imparts this knowledge of the things of God. These are not new doctrines. _ 
They are laid down in the Scriptures, which state that the “ eee of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

The speaker then dwelt for some time upon the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
as defined by the Apostle Paul, asserting that people among whom these 
spiritual manifestations do not exist are not in possession of the power of 
God unto salvation. He admonished all his hearers to take the advice of 
the Apostle Paul and seek earnestly the best gifts. He promised strangers 
that those who would believe in Christ, repent of their sins, be baptized 
by one holding authority for the remission of them, should receive the 
Holy Ghost and be able to testify that they had acted i in accord with the 


divine will. 


The choir sang: 


Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. 


2p.m. The choir sang: 
| The Spirit of God like a fire is burning; 
The latter-day glory begins to come forth. 


Prayer by Elder Jacob Gates. 


Lord, Thou wilt hear me when I pray, 
I am forever Thine, 

I fear before Thee all the day, 
O may I never sin. 

APOSTLE r. M. LYMAN 
addressed the Conference substantially as follows: As was quoted 
this morning from the Apostle Paul, no man can say that Jesus is the 
Christ except by the Holy Ghost, so it is in reference to this work; no 
man can say Joseph Smith was a Prophet except by that same Spirit. 
These things can only be known by the revelations of the Lord, which 
come by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. We believe we are the chil- 
dren of God, that we are in His likeness, just as we are in the likeness of 
our parents and our children in ours. We believe in Christ and Him 
crucified and in His mission to save mankind; that for the cause of salva- 
tion He laid down His life and taught the law. His ancient Saints, by their 
faith, repentance and baptism, and having the hands of the servants of 
God laid upon their heads, received the Holy Ghost. That Spirit bore 


ing: 
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testimony to them of the mission of the Savior, and that their faith was 
perfect and their repentance genuine. They received a testimony that 
their sins were forgiven. Their faith became so strong that they endured 
persecution unto death. 

The history of those things have come down tous. We believe in the 
resurrection of the body, of which Christ was the first fruit; that His was 
the great atonement for the sins of man. We believe that those who 
follow His footsteps will be redeemed and obtain immortality and eternal 
life. We hold that men, to have this blessing, must obtain it through 
repentance and baptism, and receive the Holy Ghost through being pure 
and just. They must love their fellow men and deal justly by them. 
They must have the spirit of charity—the genius of Christ. If — do 
not they will fall short of a fulness of salvation. 

God has sent none of His children to earth without their having the 
privilege of attaining to eternal life. Those who fail to reach that blessing 
will have themselves to blame. Man has his agency, and has from the 
beginning had power to resist evil and accept of and practice righteous- 
ness. Men will be judged according to the deeds done in the body. For 
all good deeds God will reward His children. Such works are the result 
of the inspiration of the Spirit of the Almighty. All good emanates from 
that source. All that is wicked comes from the evil one. The inspiration 
of Satan leads to the destruction of men. 

‘We have the privilege to know that this is the ae of Jesus Christ 
which we have received. He established it and planted His authority on 
the earth. This knowledge has caused the Saints to gather from the lands 
of their birth. They have, in numbers of instances, laid down their lives 
in the cause of truth. Among those who have done so was the Prophet 
Joseph. We can afford to lay down our lives, when necessary, in such a 
work. All that we endure for righteousness’ sake will redound to our 
advantage in the life to come. We are to be rewarded for our good works, 
our endurance, and our labors for truth in the earth. Our lives here are 
but for a little season. Almost all the old members who were prominent 
in the Church have passed away. Nearly all who are at the head are 
new people. | 

The speaker proceeded to say: that the Church had increased in strength 
from the beginning and that in the future it would not be of less import- 
ance than it was to-day, but would spread abroad, increasing in numbers 
and righteousness, and the Latter-day Saints would show the effects of 
the doctrines of the Gospel upon them. It would show in their communi- — 
ties, wards and Stakes, as well as in themselves individually. The time 
was coming when the Latter-day Saints ought to seek to emphasize still 
more definitely the distinctive features of the Gospel in their lives. | 

In traveling among them difficulties were sometimes found to exist; but 
he begged of them to vie with each other in seeing who could be the most 
ready with the spirit of forgiveness. Where there was hardness of heart 
the Spirit of God could not dwell. In the presence of assembled Israel he 
warned the Latter-day Saints against the inclination towards stubborn- 
ness and an unforgiving spirit. The Spirit of the Lord was full of for- 
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giveness, justice, righteousness, mercy and long-suffering, and they could 
not possibly be true Latter-day Saints without these virtues. } 
APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW 
| reniadiedd that they were dependent entirely upon the Lenk. whom they | 
endeavored to serve, for that intelligence and instruction, and those 
qualifications which were essential in order that they might perform the 
duties and obligations devolving upon them. The Lord had accomplished 
a great deal for the Latter-day Saints. He had aided them materially in 
the trials and temptations to which they had been exposed while en- 
deavoring to carry out His purposes during the last sixty-one years. 

In taking a retrospect of their history as a Church and people, they 
could not but feel grateful indeed for the mercies of the Almighty towards 
them. Referring to the advancement of the Latter-day Saints, morally, 
spiritually and financially, the speaker said that during his experience of 
the last fifty-five years—since he had been associated with this Church— 
he had watched the wonderful strides made in these respects. He dwelt 
upon the persecutions and trials through which the Saints passed in 
Nauvoo and Missouri, the sacrifice of their homes and farms, and even 
the Temple itself, which had been consecrated through the revelations of 
the Almighty. They submitted to these cheerfully, though it took con- 
siderable faith to make the surrender. In Missouri their wives and chil- 
dren tramped over the frozen plains, and in some places their tracks were 
marked with their blood. Yet, despite all these trials, the people grew 
in strength in the principles which they had espoused. They knew that 
all these things were of God, and that they were suffering for His cause. 
It was plain to their understanding that the Holy Ghost assisted them, 
otherwise those sacrifices could never have been made. Various offers 
came that if they would renounce their principles there would be no cause 
for sacrifice; but they valued their religion too much to do this. 

God had revealed to His chosen people many glorious things. He had 
enlightened their understandings; because when the Gospel reached them 
they were in darkness; they knew not God nor His ways. Who could 
wish for better prospects than were before the Latter-day Saints? What 
God had revealed in regard to their future was the result of faithfulness 
in this life in the carrying out of His purposes. It was wonderful what 
they had been able to do as a people, and they were still growing. More 
had been accomplished by the Latter-day Saints than by any other peo- 3 
ple on the earth. What more did their persecutors want than they had 
delivered over to them already? Why did their missionaries go forth and 
preach the Gospel, while some had even laid down their lives in God’s 
cause! For the good of mankind at large—because we were the children 
of God. When men persecuted the Latter-day Saints they knew not what 
they did. This people would not be satisfied until every knee should bow 
and acknowledge the Lord as King. 

God bless the Latter-day Saints. Let them not be l There 
is One at the helm who will not fail them, and the time will come when 
they will have everything that their hearts desire in righteousness. 

L BE CONTINUED.] 
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A GREAT DISCOVERY IN EGYPT. 


Tux following interesting article is from the Rochester, U.S. A., Demoorat 
and Chronicle: A letter from Cairo to the New York Tribune announces 
the discovery, near the Temple of Hatasu, in Egypt, of a crypt containing 
mummies and manuscripts that have never before been disturbed. The 
discovery is considered as important as that in Der el Bahari in 1871, 
when the mummies of Rameses the Great, the chief oppressor of the 
Israelites, and of Thotmes I, II, and III, Seti I, and Amenhotep I, were 
recovered. The hidden tombs at Der el Bahari had been preyed upon for 
ten years by the shrewd Arab who discovered them. He had opened 
mummy cases and sold jewels and manuscripts to travelers, and many 
manuscripts were destroyed, but others were decipherable. These manu- 
scripts threw much light upon the customs of the Egyptians, their daily 
life, and the extent of their learning in medicine and law. The historical 
eferences have never been very useful, except to fix dates, as the records 
are merely boastings of kings written in the most florid style. Truth 
about kings was smothered. The learned men of Egypt formed a vast 
organization for keeping knowledge within the bounds they had fixed. 
The discovery of a subterranean tomb or crypt near the temple of Queen 
Hatasu, at Thebes, was made by an Arab, who reported it to the govern- 
ment, and received a proper reward for his faithfulness. The temple 
stands under a bluff of limestone at some distance from the Nile. Near 
the temple the opening of a perpendicular shaft in the solid rock was 
found. This shaft, upon exploration, proved to be forty-five feet deep, and 
at the bottom was a doorway, which had been walled up. The following 
description of the underground chambers is from the Cairo letter: 
Passing through the doorway, the explorers entered a level corridor 
running north and south, about 250 feet long. From this a flight of steps 
led downward about 18 feet, and then came another corridor nearly 40 
feet long. At the end of this second corridor were two mortuary cham- 
bers. Still a third corridor was found, starting from the top of “the stair- 
way and extending for 175 feet. The mummies were found piled about in 
all parts of these rooms and corridors in such a way as to favor the theory 
that they were hastily removed thither from their original resting place. 
Up to February 19th about one hundred and sixty mummies had been re- 
moved to the Boulak Museum. It is the opinion of the Egyptologists who 
are in charge of the examination of the mummies and manuscripts that 
the most recent belong to the twenty-first dynasty. That dynasty was 
established by a priest who possessed great influence. Many of the mum- 
mies are those of priests. About the corridors are hollow wooden images 
_ containing manuscripts, and other manuscripts have been found upon piles 
of mummy cases. It is believed that these writings were hidden by priests 
after the mummies were removed to the underground chambers. The 
hasty disposal of the mummy cases and manuscripts leads to the conclusion 
that they were originally deposited in the Temple of Hatasu and removed 
before a threatened invasion. The painting on the cases, although at 


least 3000 years old, is brilliant in color and apparently unchanged. The 
elaborate decorations indicate that the dead were persons of consequence. 
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The forms of some of the mummy cases are new to Egyptologists and new 
forms of hieroglyphics appear in the manuscripts. This may be accounted 
for by the fact, recorded by Rawlinson, that Herhor, of the twenty-first 
dynasty, had formed alliances with outside nations and had a wife of 
Semitic race, who was not a princess. Herhor was known as Si-Ammon, 
or son of Ammon. If the new records can be deciphered, the history of 
Egypt may be re-written. It would be a singular and interesting out- 
come if, at this late day, all of the lost learning of Egypt should be re- 
stored. 

The civilization of ancient Egypt had a vast influence upon the world, 
chiefly through the captivity of the Israelites. The Egyptians devoted a 
great part of their energies and their fortunes to preparations for a future 
life. Their belief in the literal resurrection of the body has had its influ- 
ence upon all religious beliefs. Whatever modern antiquarians believe, 
they have not respected the belief of the Egyptians; for the Egyptian 
dead have been scattered and destroyed, shiploads of mummies having 
been brought to England and the United States to be ground into paint. 
The vast cemeteries have been pillaged for relics of the past. Still the 
resurrection of the body is one of the cardinal doctrines of to-day. The 
Egyptians held it necessary to aid in that resurrection by preparing the 
body for it. The moderns hold that the power which can raise the body 
to an immortal life is great enough to bring together the scattered frag- 
ments after dissolution. The belief in the resurrection of the body was 
shared by the Incas of Peru as well as by the Egyptians, and Peruvian 
mummies are almost as common in our museums as those from the land of 
the Nile. The pyramids of Mexico and the mummies of Peru are the best 
evidences yet adduced to show that there was formerly a connecting land 
between Africa and America. The story of the lost Atlantis came from 
Egypt, and discoveries in America go far toward confirming it. The 
question now is, did the civilization of Egypt have its rise in America or 
Africa? Are the pyramids of Mexico older than the pyramids of Egypt? 
Are the mummies of Peru older than the mummies of Egypt? 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


In the Comoro Islands the natives have burned several villages and driven away the 
people under French protection. 

The locust plague in Egypt is seriously threatening the crops, and government is 
the pest. 

_An exhibition, confined to coffins and funeral furniture, has been opened in Bertin. 
en 

The influenza epidemic continues unabated throughout England, * the 3 week 
has claimed a number of prominent men as victims. 

London, 
the German Emperor, on the occasion of his visit to England. 

In a riot at Waha, China, recently, the mob attacked and set fire to the enon Cetb- 
clic mission house. The inmates, with other Europeans, took refuge on r 
the river Yangtse-Kiang. A British gunboat has been ordered to Waha, 
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By the wreck of a runaway train in the Raton Mountains, Colorado, on May 10, four 
men and 360 cattle were killed. 

By the breaking of a ladder at a fire at Dublin, on May 20, a fireman was killed and 
several persons seriously injured. 

Reports from the Solomon group of South Sea Islands give an account of the massacre 
of eleven Frenchmen by the natives, who are cannibals, __ 

Forest fires in western Pennsylvania are doing an immense amount of damage, and 
several towns are in imminent danger of being destroyed. 

At Muskegon, in Michigan, 275 private houses, places of business, and churches were 
destroyed by fire, on May 17, the damage being estimated at a million dollars. 

Outbreaks of hostility against the Jews in Greece, particularly at Larissa, Volo, Arta, 

and Chalcis, are considered probable. In Corfu matters have quieted down, and the 
shops in the three principal streets of the Jewish quarter have heen reopened. 
On the resumption of proceedings at the Labor Electoral Congress in London on May 
19, a strong opinion was expressed in favor of throwing aside party considerations and 
establishing a united labor party, pledged to promote legislation for the good of the 
working classes. 

The Servian authorities attempted, on May 18, to expel Queen Natalie from Belgrade, 
but the principal citizens and merchants engaged in her defense, and the attempt at ex- 
pulsion was for the time unsuccessful. Troops were called in, and killed two of the 
queen’s supporters, wounding others. Later, the officials made another effort, in which 
they succeeded in carrying the queen away. | 

Telegrams report that a terrible disaster occurred near Tarrytown, in New York State, 
on May 19. A quantity of dynamite, which was being conveyed by train, exploded. 
Forty persons are believed to have been killed. A large number were injured, some of 
whom have since died. The explosion is said to have been caused by the vibration of a 
blast fired by navvies working on a new line. 


On May 13, at Otsu, Japan, the heir to the imperial throne of Deine wounded 

by 2 Japanese policeman, who gave him a cut on the head with his sabre. Prince 
George of Greece was with the party, and prevented the policeman from inflicting further 
injuries on the Czarowitch. The wound is not dangerous. The cause for the attack was 
the boisterous conduct of the Russian prince. ~ 

The latest news from Acapulco is that the Jtata, which has on board arms for the 
Chilian insurrectionists, had not been sighted by the United States man-of-war Charles- 
ton, which had been sent to capture her. The Charleston and the Chilian war vessel 
Eemeralda are at Acapulco awaiting the arrival of the Ttata. The commander of the 
Esmeralda notified the commander of the Charleston that he would have to sink the 
Eemeralda before he could take the Itata. The American officer replied that that made 
no particular difference to him; he had been directed to capture the Jtata and was going 
to obey orders. It is not probable, however, that there will be any trouble. 

A short time ago experiments were made in Russia, at the suggestion of a German 
engineer, as to the resisting power of snow walls against artillery. Two walls of snow 
were built up, and fired against at a distance of 600 yards by field artillery. The balls 
penetrated to a distance of only 18 feet into the walls. Of course, in case of war, the 
walls would not have to be so thick, as the artillery would naturally be at longer range. 
The Russians have also been recently trying infantry firing at snow walls. The men of 
the 8lst Apecheron Infantry Regiment, under the superintendence of General Count 
Boref, built a wall about 50 feet long, 18 feet thick, and 43 feet high. Behind the wall 
were placed, at equal intervals, four targets, at each of which four volleys were fired, at 
distances of 800, 400, 200, and 100 steps. The penetrating powers of the volleys were, at 
100 steps, 9 feet; at 200 steps, 5 feet 7 inches; at 400 steps, 4 feet 7 inches; and at 800 
steps, 4 feet. This proves that in war operations during winter snow could be used with 


great advantage as shelter for troops. 
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BREAKING FROM PROTESTANT CREEDS. 


THERE has been developed, during the past few years, a strong tendency 
on the part of Protestant ministers and other leading sectarians to depart 
from the creeds of their various churches, and to adopt and promulgate 
theories that are, to say the least, heterodox to the confession of faith of 
the particular sect or denomination to which the parties have belonged. 
The professed Christian churches in the United States have had many 
prominent examples, and a number of clergymen have been removed or 
expelled by their church officers for being outspoken in this regard. In 
Protestant Europe, however, while the tendency has been no less marked 
than in America, religionists who are affected by it have been more 
guarded in their expressions, and have in a measure created a public 
sentiment in their favor, without attracting as much adverse attention Ae 
their more hasty confreres in the New World. 

This class probably includes an overwhelming majority of the leading 
divines of the day, who are aware that a revolution is in progress in re- 
ligious circles. They realize that a new era is about to be ushered in, and 
being anxious to retain the advantages they have possessed under the old 
order of things, they are reaching hither and thither for means to effect 
that purpose. In doing this they find that a change from present condi- 
tions is necessary, some seeking a new basis in the organization of a 
universal church so liberal in its creed as to give license to religious opin- 
ions of almost every shade; others think the object may be attained by a 
more vigorous enforcement of the rules of faith now professed by the 
churches; while still others believe that a new infusion of Scriptural doc- 
trine will bring the desired result. | 

Among the latter class is the Rev. A. B. Bruce, Wande of New Testa- 
ment exegesis in the Glasgow Free Church College. He attacks the 
sectarian idea of God, and says the issue of the day is between the Chris- 
tianity of Christ and the teachings of the Protestant catechism. He alleges 
that the children of Christendom have been taught that God is an “al- 
mighty, dreadful Being, utterly unlike my father or mother, a Being 
whom it was impossible to trust or love. That was the outcome of all I 
had heard in church, school, and home.” Here is the reason which he 
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gives for these false ideas having been instilled into the minds of the 
young: 

The basis of instruction was not Christ’s own teaching, but the Shorter 
Catechi the scholastic theol of Protestanism. arents, ministers, 


and schoo rs were on the whole faithful, conscientious. people, but 
the rar: proceeded on a wrong method handed down to them from their 
ers. 


He continues his denunciation of the false instructions of the creed 
which he has adopted, and suggests what he assumes to believe would be 
a panacea for the ills that afflict the religious world. He says: 


The churches have W even yet fully wakened up to the fact that 
their method is wrong. They go on ucing annotated editions of the 


catechism for use in school and home, ahd fondly dream that this will 
meet the need and rescue the * So from desuetude. It will not. 
The scholastic method is doomed, and what is wanted is a Christian 
— r that shall teach our children Christianity as Christ taught it. 

e Gospels, not Protestant scholastic theology, should be me source of 
initial elementary religious instruction. 

The trend of events that have called forth such expressions as hon 
from Mr. Bruce and many of his clerical associates leaves no question as 
to the fact that disintegration has set in with the “scholastic theology of 
Protestantism.” Its dogmas have failed to bear the test of reason and 
Scripture, or to cope with the intellectual progress of the age; and now 
that its dissolution is fast approaching, strenuous attempts ‘at rescue are 
being made. But the fates have decreed that these will avail nothing. 
Pressed by the eternal law of progress, “Protestant scholastic theology,” 
which is itself a transgression of the laws of God, is being broken up, 
preparatory to the process of grinding to powder. The stimulants and 
antiseptics of sectarian “spiritual physicians” cannot prolong its life or 
prevent its decay. Protestantism, or the divided sects of modern Chris- 
tendom, is driven to the wall; steadily surely, and by no means slowly, it 
is going down; it has been “ weighed in the balances and found wanting.” 

The declarations of Dr. Bruce and his fellow-professors of religion show 
that they understand this, whether or not they realize the full import of 
the situation. They seek to avoid being borne down in the crash, and are 
tearing themselves away from the dogmatic moorings of a form of godli- 
ness which denies the power thereof. They point in their words to the 
way of escape, through “Christianity as Christ taught it.“ But with a 
perverseness that is almost incomprehensible, they cling tenaciously to 
the traditions, prejudices and vanities of the “wrong method handed 
down to them from their fathers.” 

They talk fluently of “Christianity as Christ taught it,” and make 
great pretensions of a willingness to receive it; but they obstinately 
refuse to take the first step, or to manifest that humility of heart which 
leads the way to obedience to the Gospel laws and ordinances. The 
Gospel teaches a living faith in God, repentance or forsaking of sin, bap- 
tism by immersion —performed by one having authority—for the remission 
of sins, and the laying on of hands by the authorized servants of God for 
the gift of the Holy Ghost—the birth of the Spirit, as the door into the 
Church of Christ; but they haughtily turn from the threshold, and seek 
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to enter by a way of their own choosing. Verily do they draw near to the 
Lord with their mouths, while their hearts are far from Him; and unless 
they repent, they will, in the helplessness of their condition, be swept 
down in the wreck of the man-made systems of religion, without means of 
deliverance until they obey those same laws and ordinances which they 
now reject, and which God has appointed as the way to the kingdom of 
heaven. J. H. A. 


RELEASES. — Elder Niels Fredericksen is released from his 
labors as President of the Aarhaus Conference of the Scandinavian 
Mission, to return home. 

Elders Hans P. Miller and Jens P. Petersen are honorably released from 
laboring as Traveling Elders in the Scandinavian Mission, to return home. 

Elder R. J. Dugdale is honorably released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return home. The ill health of 
his wife is the reason for his release at this time. | 


A LEAF FROM “MORMON” HISTORY. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 319.] 


urs was a close time for the missionaries. Elder Day had no breakfast 
before starting, for his meal had run ont, and he had not the heart to 
touch the little there was in the fort among those who were to remain. 
-But men will not see their companions suffer if there can be found relief, 
and the company shared the little that was theirs with him. On the 
third day they met a mountaineer, who, discovering their half starved 
condition, directed them to Fort Hall, where he had cached a sack of 
flour. After obtaining this they were no longer in need. Fort Hall had 
formerly been the trading post of the Hudson Bay Fur Company, but 
was now deserted. 

During Elder Day’s stay in Salt Lake, according to President Smith’s 
permission, he was one of a party with Brigham Young which visited Big 
Cottonwood lakes, on an excursion, in July, 1857. While there an express 
arrived informing President Young of the approach of Johnston’s army. 
The news did not shock the people as might have been supposed. They | 
were unconscious of offense to the government, and the peace of an inno- 
cent mind is not easily disturbed. Nevertheless, the wisdom was seen of 
concentrating the meager strength of the people, and collecting into a 
firmer body the little settlements that were scattered and defenseless. 
Elder Day returned to Fort Lemhi in the fall of the same year, 1857, 
found that the people had raised bountiful harvests, and had divided the 
farms among themselves which had hitherto been held in common. 

There was a mountaineer named Powell who had lived with the Indians 

—a “tough” whose aim in life, if he had any, was toward low and sordid 
‘sailed On hearing of the approach of soldiers to destroy the “ Mormons,” 
he persuaded the Indians to believe that they might as well take advan- 
tage of the situation and steal the stock belonging to the fort. In some 
manner this design was suspected and communicated on February 24, 
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1858, to Elder Day, who in turn communicated to President Smith his 
reasons for believing that the Indians were becoming disaffected. One 
man, George McBride, standing beside the President, laughed scornfully 
at the idea of trouble with the Indians, but Brother Day adhered to his 
belief. 

On the next day, February 25, 1858, while engaged in repairing a hound 
he noticed that the Indians were moving suspiciously toward the cattle. 
He immediately gave the alarm. President Smith and two other men had 
taken their teams and gone to the mountains. Others had taken advan- 
tage of the fine, sunny day, and had gone to haul up hay that had been 
stacked in the field during the summer. Only nine remained to seize 
their arms and start in pursuit of the marauding savages. As they ap- 

proached them, McBride, being on horseback, made a dash toward the 
herd. An Indian’s bullet whizzed through the air and he lay a corpse 
upon the plain. The Indians lost no time in securing his scalp. By this 
time the missionaries had discovered that the few savages who were 
driving the cattle away were not all with whom they would have to 
cope. Rocky Kay, the fine, commanding chief, who looked almost like a 
giant, was dashing here and there, giving his commands in stentorian 
tones, and discharging his gun in the direction of the men, who some- 
times heard the whizzing of the bullets in unpleasant proximity, and to 
the amazement of the little band they found themselves surrounded by 
stationed companies of Indians on every hand. It was estimated by 
President Smith, an eye witness, that the number of Indians surrounding 
the nine men was from three to four hundred. With the killing of Mc- 
Bride, the finding of an unconsious herdsman who had been shot, stripped 
to the waist and left for dead, and the full comprehension of the perilous 
situation, the men lost courage and a panic ensued. All began to run in 
different directions. One young man, who had previously boasted of his 
valor in Indian troubles in California, was the worst frightened of the lot. 

Elder Day comprehended the danger at once and called loudly, im- 
ploring the men to take courage, remain in a solid little phalanx, appoint 
a captain and obey his orders. They rallied immediately, appointed Wm. 
Taylor (now of Harmony, Washington County) captain, and then beat a 
retreat toward the fort. This was no easy matter, for the enemy was 
between them and the fort, which lay to the south. But they pressed 
forward solidly and bravely, leveling their guns at the Indians as they 
approached them. The latter would whirl away to avoid the threatened 
fire, and station themselves farther on, when the same tactics would be 
repeated. Soon the Indians, tired of harassing the men, started off in the 
direction of the stock. These they secured, and the missionaries lost 185 
cattle and thirty head of horses. 

I should have mentioned that during the threatened panic, before the 
men organized, an Indian rode swiftly toward Elder Day, hanging to his 
horse with one arm and one foot, concealing his body behind his horse, (a 
custom of some Indians in times of danger) quickly alighted, knelt at a 
short distance and took deliberate aim at Elder Day. The latter looked 
calmly down the barrel of the gun without making any movement. For 
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some innccowntable reason the Indian jumped up, mounted his horse and 
' dashed off without firing his gun. 

When the party arrived at the fort, carrying along the wounded heed 
man, the first one they met was President Smith standing at the gate 
with an outstretched hand, from which a stream of blood was flowing. 
In his joy, however, he forgot his dangerous wound, for he had felt almost 
certain that all the men would have been killed. He now related how he 
and his companions had started out to the rescue on learning of the peril- 
ous situation of the nine men; but they had not proceeded far before 
they were intercepted by a band of Indians who fired four shots at the 
President, one of which took effect in his wrist. They retreated, other- 
wise unhurt, to the fort. On the opposite side of the fort, however, 
another tragedy had been enacted. The men who were hauling up the 
hay had been attacked; their teams were taken from them, and their hay 
and wagons set on fire. One young man named Miller was killed, and 
the remainder barely escaped with their lives by flight to the river, where 
they hid among the underbrush along the banks and came to the fort 
under cover of night. This left the missionaries with only the three 
teams belonging to President Smith and his two companions, who, being 
away, had escaped the robbery. Long Tom, the expert angler before 
mentioned, proved his friendship, however, by stealthily releasing the 
cows that were anxious to return to their calves, taking ee of the 
delirious excitement of the Indians during a scalp dance. : 

On arriving at the fort, the men were harassed by fears for the missing 
herdsman, and as soon as practicable a search was instituted for him. 
He, too, was discovered wounded, stripped to the waist and unconscious, 
and having lain in the snow so many hours in this condition, exposed to 
the cold, he was well-nigh gone and his resuscitation and final recovery 
were more difficult and questionable than that of his companion. (This 
was Andrew Twiggler, whose death recently occurred.) He was placed 
under the care of Henry Smith, while Elder Day nursed the other wounded 
herdsman, Richard Welsh, and by the blessing of God both were restored 
to life. Twiggler, whose shoulder blade was crushed, was en for the 
remainder of his days. 

Word was now sent to President Young about the condition of affairs, 
and in the meantime a strict watch was kept from the four bastions 
which had been hastily erected at the outbreak. The dazzling snow made 
this a hard duty, and the eyesight of the sentinels was injured, in some 
cases permanently. They also suffered much from cold but the watch was 
kept unbroken for a month, when relief cane from Salt Lake in the shape 
of a hundred men, sent to bring the sufferers home. Captain Cunning- 
ham, who headed the escort, paid a visit to the Indians to ascertain the 
state of their feelings. They at first showed signs of hostility, but being 
informed that the missionaries were about to leave the country and 
would leave their provisions for the Indians, excepting what was necessary 
for the journey, they were immediately reconciled and the party returned 
in peace. 

As the missionaries had lost their teams and wagons ey were Gib ed 
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to tramp through the snow over the four hundred miles that lay between 
them and home, making their beds at night upon the same cold element. 
They accepted the situation cheerfully, however, though some felt. sore 
over their losses, which reduced them to utter poverty. I will here state 
that the government has never made them any indemnity, though this 
would have been mere justice according to the opinions of Governor. 
Cumming and other good authorities. The papers of application were 
laid before Congress in the days of Cumming’s governorship, but failed. 
to attract the attention of Senators, and they are still to be found in some 
dusty nook in the Capitol, though their consideration might even now 
result in good to some surviving, deserving and needy veteran. 

But toconclude. Eleven men were sent ahead as an express to inform 
President Young of the condition at the fort. In crossing Bannock Creek 
they were fired upon by a band of treacherous Indians, from the opposite 
bank, which resulted in the killing of Bailey Lake and two horses. This 
was so sudden and unexpected that it created a sensation and seemed a 
greater shock than the first outbreak, now that it was thought danger was 
past and they had reached over half-way home. : 

The company arrived in Salt Lake on the 15th of April, and thence 
went south, following the tide of the people who had gone in that direc- 
tion in order to avoid the threatened onslaught of the army. But matters. 
were compromised; danger was averted; the government reconciled; 
peace restored to the peace-loving inhabitants of Utah; and the Salmon 
River Indian mission was never ee Runr LAMONT. 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


MINUTEs of 3 held at 89 Ingram Street, Glasgow, Sunday, May 
10, 1891. There were present, Elder James H. Anderson, of the Liverpool 
office; Elder George Osinond, President of, and Joseph C. Sharp, James 
Wotherspoon, Aaron Jackson, J. J. W. Duncan, James H. Cock, J. S. 
Wright, O. F. Colvin, Theodore Farley, Robert McLaws, George M. Smith, 
Nephi Edwards, Aaron Gay, E. W. Robertson and C. A. Evans, Traveling 
Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

IIa m. Meeting was opened, by singing. Prayer was offered by Elder 
Jackson. Singing. 

Elder Joseph C. Sharp was called to address the congregation. He 
said that in some respects it seemed a strange thing that the Latter-day 
Saints were so greatly maligned and misunderstood by people who ap- 
peared to be generally well informed. Many are so foolish as to think 
that the Saints do not believe in God. This false idea had gained ground 
because people had accepted the statements of enemies, without question, 
instead of seeking to know the truth about the Saints and their doctrines. 
The Saints believe in God, and in His Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in the Gospel taught by the Lord Jesus and His Apostles. In 
dealing with this question, the speaker advised the people to learn what 
the Latter-day Saints believed in, and compare those doctrines with that 
which was taught by the Lord and those whom He sent forth to preach 
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the Gospel of the kingdom. In doing this they should ask the Father, in 
faith, to give them wisdom, as the Apostle James advised. If they did 
this, and made the comparison with an honest heart, they would learn 
that the Gospel taught by the Latter-day Saints was the plan of salvation 
revealed from heaven, and that it had been emed by the Lord's com- 
mand in this generation. 

Elders Farley, Cook and Wright next . the neee, in 
the order named. They called attention to the fact that works must 
accompany the exercise of faith in order to bring salvation; that these 
works were such as were required of those who inquired the way to sal - 
vation, and were told by the Apostle Peter to repent and be baptized for 
the remission of sins, and then receive the Holy Ghost; that which was 
necessary for salvation then is necessary to-day. Men should humble 
themselves and bow in obedience to the commandments of the Lord, 
whose promises would not fail. The reason the gifts of the Spirit have 
not been with men is because the Gospel laws and ordinances have not 
been conformed to. If men desire to receive the blessings of heaven, 
they should walk in the light as Christ is in the light. If they ever get 
into the kingdom of God it will be by passing through the door of repent- 
ance, and baptism of the water and the Spirit—the birth of which the 
Lord spake to Nicodemus. The Church of Christ needs all its officers and 
powers for the establishment of God’s kingdom, and no man can truth- 
fally say that Apostles, Prophets, miracles, etc., are unnecessary, for the 
Lord placed them in the Church for the perfecting of the Saints till all 
come to the unity of the faith. 

Singing. Benediction by President Osmond. 

2p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Colvin. Singing. The Sacrament 
was administered by Elders McLaws and Smith. 

President Osmond presented the general authorities of the Church, of 
the European Mission, and of the Scottish Conference, who were sus- 
tained by unanimous vote. 

The report for the preceding three mtb was also read, showing 
10,659 tracts distributed, 6 baptisms, 4 emigrated, 223 meetings held, and 
47 Church books sold and given away. : 

Elder Anderson addressed the congregation. He spoke of the ordi- 


‘nance of partaking of the Sacrament, and the blessings which resulted 


from doing so worthily. The Saints should seek to overcome their short- 
comings and be perfect in their sphere. The command of the Lord Be 
ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect,” was not an idle say- 
ing, but was for the profit of and observance by the Saints. The Lord 
has watched over His children from the Creation, and in revealing to the 
Apostle John what should transpire after the time of his vision, the Lord 
showed him how a power “made war with the Saints and overcame them.” 

John was also shown an angel from heaven restoring the everlasting 
Gospel, to preach to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. That 
angel had come as predicted, and had restored the Gospel in this 
dispensation. The Latter-day Saints have this divine message to present 
to the world. Men may scoff and say it is not true; but that does not 
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change the fact that it is the truth from heaven. There is but one way 
to enter the kingdom of God, and that is the path marked out by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. His doctrines are subject to the same test to-day as 
they were anciently, and by doing the will of the Father all men may 
know of the doctrine. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Smith. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder W. Service. Singing. 

Elder Wotherspoon said that the Scriptures taught that to know God 
was eternal life. It was not possible for men to know a being without 
body, parts or passions. That was not the God of the Bible, who was an 
exalted, intelligent Being, possessing an organization and attributes that 
qualify Him to be the Ruler of the universe. Man was created, not in 
the image of a nonentity, for that could not be, but in the image of God, 
in whose image and likeness also was Christ Jesus. Our Father had 
revealed a plan of salvation, and it was to the interest of His children to 
seek to understand and conform to that plan. Its laws had been revealed 
in this age to the Latter-day Saints, who asked mankind to investigate 
them and learn for themselves. 

Elder Anderson was the next speaker. He said man had been created, 
male and female, in the i image of God, and placed on this earth, that, by 
walking in the same path in which the Redeemer trod, they could advance 
to His condition and be made partakers of His glory. They do this by 
overcoming the weaknesses of the flesh and living in the love of God. 
This was keeping His commandments by doing good continually. True 
Saints bore the fruits of the Gospel. As husbands and fathers they were 
kind and loving to wives and children; as wives and mothers, gentle and 
affectionate to husbands and families; as brethren and sisters, united in 
bonds of peace and harmony that could not be broken, or be disturbed by 
the powers of evil. Obedience to the Gospel was submission to the 

laws of God. First came faith in Him, which was succeeded by re- 
pentance ; the baptism in water for the remission of sins was next 
in order, followed by the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. This was the order taught and followed by Christ and His Apos- 
tles. Any change from this rule was a variance from true principle, and 
contrary to the word of God. When the principles of truth were con- 
formed to there was a power associated therewith that was not to be 
found elsewhere. By the presence of this, the power of God unto salva- 
tion, could the Church of Christ be known. The Latter-day Saints had 
received of this power, being blessed with authority from on high, and 
having the ordination which empowered them to officiate in the name of 
the Lord. They had received this Gospel and authority to engage in the 
work of preparation for the second coming of the Lord Jesus, which was 
near at hand, and they were seeking to faithfully perform that work. 

President Osmond bore witness to the truth of the Gospel taught by 
the Elders of Israel, and exhorted all present to be diligent in seeking 
salvation in the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Singing. Benediction by. ** J. ve Cook. 


D. Noss, Clerk. 
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